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ject of this Sermon in its own Nature, could not admit of a 


reeable to the — 16d the Doctrines contain'd in it. 


wever hort ¶ have fallen of this, as I am very ſenſible I ha 
the . Ap 455 


nd to, may ſerve at leaſt to ſhew the Honeſt Meaning, 
not plead for ny Inability in handling them: wit 8 
The divine Origin and Office of the Chriſtian Prieſthood, u a 
ble and important Subject, full of Inſlrutions to our ſelves, 
Uſefulneſs to our Flocks-; but ſtill, when 1 confider how un- 
werably it has been already prov'd, how copioufly main- 
in d, and how. learnedly defended in many of the celebrated 
atts and Sermons of our modern Divines, 7 at a Loſs for an 
ology for my ſelf, why I ſhould offer at (having neither Aut ho. 
ly or Ability for) Things of thu Naturg. I therefore ſubmit 
1018, to ſtand either excw'd by their Candor, or corr | 
y Pm | * 
I ſhould not indeed have attempted on this Argument, had it not 
t highly ſeaſonable for the Place I preach'd it in- A Place 
herein it has been my hard Hap to be puniſbd for my Duties, 
d hated for my Office ; no other Crime being laid againſt me, 
Pat ever I yet heard of) but that I have conſcient iouſy diſ- 
d my high Calling, and liv'd up to, and * the Belief of 
Soul, and the Principles of my Education. Theſe indeed were 
ounted Crimes of an heinow Nature ſome while 80s when it 
w alſo my Lot to ſtand accw'd of the ae high Crimes by the 
itors of the — that I left ; who being Diſſenters, and one 
them moſt remarkably rigid, (1 might have ſaid black and cruet 
led) fingÞd-me out for a Sacrifice. Accordingly, and by Or- 
„it was reported by a ſtupid, tho* wealthy Perfon, that was a 

Hearer of me, that I had preach'd Sedition and Policy. 
on thu, I was ſent for 4 the Viſitors, and bid to _— 
ebold, with all the Roughneſs and Inhumanity they could offer ;_ 
th n Cauſe could be afſign'd againſt but that I hat 
ach'd Sedition and Policy, (which, I ſuppoſe, were ſome Do- 
nes againſt Schiſm, and for Obedience to Superiors) I was 
i to defend an Ejettment _ ſent me, by an expenſios Date 2 
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THEN I ſat my ſelf to compoſe this Sermon, which was 
done in ſome Haſt, I Dad no other Defign, than to preach 
to my Auditory, and ſo lay it by. But the kind Reception that 
generally met with from the Pulpit, and the Requeſt of many 
my Friends afterwards to print it, did alter my firſt Intentions, - 
venture it plain and unattir'd, 'as it #, to the World. The 


ber Dreſs, but what i ſcriptural and grave, and in ſome Senſe 


But 
ve, 
| Sincerity. of theſe Doctrines, back'd aud 
Boriz d by the holy Scriptures, and that, I preſume, I can 
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ſe little Eſſays, with all Humility and Reverence, to d by | 


rr 
But t here appearing no Title they had to ej at me, the Ejectnen: 
fell to the Ground. In the — while, finding that they. hi 
no Claim againſt me, it was thought by them more prudent (eſye. 
cally as the Times began to alter apace) to quit all Pete. 
ons of Right and Title to my Freehold, and to handle me af: 
another Sort 5 and that was, (they being Diſpenſers of my Di, 
and Salary) by ſtarving and opprefing me. Accordingly I 2. 
ſopt of my Sala , ty'd down to gn hard Duty without any I 
uifon, and conjin'd to a ſolitary ' Place, naked of Comfort 1 
mpany, (ſave ſuch as they countenanc'd, and kept there u 
Purpoſe to gefanie me.) This depriv'd of Food and Money, | 
bouring too under a great Duty, and ſtript of all Manner of C. 
veniency, I remain d for almoſt a whole Year together. . 
* *' Such Meaſures as theſe taken with me, they thought wo 
on hake me miſerable and contemptible; and ſo they woul 
had not a greater Power than theirs frequently ſtept in to aſſiſt 
I muſt naturally have languiſh'd, and ſunk under the Zur den | 
thoſe pitious 7 ne" — had not the divine Providence, I ſq 
Interpos'd to relieve me, ly putting it into the Hearts of ſo 
 neighbaquring Gentlemen ond Families to fubſiſt me, while thi 
Clouds were overpaſs, THAIS 
But I fear I have overſhot the Deſign of my Preface, which 
intended not to vindicate my ſelf, but to ſbew the Occafion of ti 
 Fermon, - I declare that it is not' any Apology or Vindication 
my ſelf, that I deſign by this Preface; nor would I here ht 
mention'd a Tittle of theſe Things, but have bury'd them in « 
nal Silence, were I not brought under ſome Neceſſity to do it, 
the Sake of thoſe to whom this Sermon ſhall come, that they m 
' Ze better apprehend the Spirit, Senſe, and Application of it. 
I know very well how little Good Apologeticks have done thi 
ho bape'{uffer'd wrongfully enough ; for how innocent ſor 
r heir Life has been, if it is not join'd with Heighth of Stati 
eminent Lem ning, Courage, and Conſtancy, as bright as their Iny 
nocency, and capable of refleting ſome Advantage to the Publi 
tbe bare - Repetitiqns of their Sufferings, tho" never ſo uni 
will ; in the Eye of the World more like an Inve#ive, thi 
0 or on a, 
- This is Caneat engugh for me, and therefore it made me þ 
Hort in the recounting--of my Troubles; for being ſo worth 
and infignificant a Perſon, T.-cannot pretend the leaſt Qualifi 
Tjons for ſuch Priviledges. "All that I intended by repeating 
Small Part of my unhappy Sjory, was only to ſhem Stranger: 
it, the Occafion of the following Serman ; which is no 1 
than -a ſhort Summary of thoſe Doctrines that I Baus taug" 
+ From Time to Time, and of thoſe Practices that I am hound 
perform ; and for both which, I am ſatisfy'd I have ſuffer'd, 
vighle Crime being alledg'd azainſt me, uur by the Grace of © 
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For we preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus 
the Lord, and our ſelves your Servants for 
Feſus Sake. 2 Cor. Chap. 4. Ver. 35. 


HESE Words of St. Paul were occaſion d 
by the perfect Experience he had gain'd, ' 
in the Courſe of his Miniſtry, of the 
Manners;as alſo by that ſearching Inſight 

that he had into the Minds, of Men; but more parti- 
cularly in the Genius of the Corinthians, a People cor 
vetous and deceitful, The Great Apoſtle had learn'd, 
from their Diſpoſition, that when once Men make 
Shipwrack of Vertue, and offer up Conſcience as a 
Sacrifice to the World, it would beequally difficult 
as dangerous, either to convince their Underſtand- 
ing, or reform their Wills. The Miniſters of Chriſt- 
might be-never ſo honeſt in their Intentions, and 
ſincere in their Preachings, to bring them over to 
he cloſe Views of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs; yet 
well knew, that their Endeavours ſhould be can- 
vaſs'd, and their Labours in the Goſpel ſcann'd by 
the Rule of thoſe unhappy Principles they were to 
reform. | . | 
St. Paul, in the Words I have read to you, ſeems 
to be more than jealous of this evil Humour; and 
therefore he adyiſeth Timothy, Sylvanus, and Lucas, 
his Miſſionaries at Corinth, to tell that unrighteous 
People of the Sincerity of their preaching, to let 
them know, that they had renounc'd the hidden 
Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craſtineſs, 
nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but by 
Manifeſtation of the Truth, commending our ſelves 


ip every Man's Conſciones in the Sight of God, Ver. 2. 
3 —_ 
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And that if the preaching of the Goſpel had no 
Influence upon them, the Goſpel was not to be blam d, 


* 


bdut they themſelves, as impenitent Hearers; for if 


tbe Goſpel be bid, it is bid to them that are laſt, Ver. 
That if the Light of the Goſpel was not ſeen, 


| Twas becauſe of their dark, andearthy, and grovel- 


ling Affections, That the God of this World had ſo 


blinded the Minds of them that believe not, left the 
Light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image 
| of God, ſbould ſhine in upon them, Ver. 4. 75 


And laſtly, That the Miniſters of God were not 


to be reflected upon, if, after all their Pains and 
Labour, Men will not heed, or elſe ſlander and miſ- 
repreſent their ſacred Performances. For we preach 
wot our ſelves, but Feſus, &c. 7, | 


- Which Words, I think, I may ſeaſonably draw 


out into theſe following Particulars: 


» 


First, That the Minifters of Chriſt's Church, are 


by the Appointment of their divine Maſter Jeſus 
Chriſt. For we preach not our ſelves, but. Feſus the 
Lond, &c. nee 
Second, That we preach him under thoſe Rules 
and Branches of Duty, that he and his Apoftles, 
by his Order and Inſpiration, have directe. 
Thbirdhy, That as long as we keep to theſe Duties, 
we cannot properly be ſaid to preach our ſelves. 
_ 'T ſhall handle theſe Particulars with as much 
Brevity as the Nature of them will allow me, 
Then I ſhall apply them firſt to your ſelves, (and 
becauſe it is the laſt Sermon I ſhall preach to you 
as your Miniſter) and to my own particular Con- 
cernment. 73 5 
But before J enter upon theſe Heads, I muſt beg 
Leave, according to the Advice of our Apoſtle, to 
inform you of my Sincerity in this Doctrine; and 
therefore I muſt Here intreat you to believe, that T 
mall uſe no- little Care to tell you the Truth upon 


theſe Heads, as I tender the Salvation of my ors 
3 | and 
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and your Souls. This awful Place where the eter- 
nal Majeſty of God reſides, raiſes in me no ſmall 
Ae this, as well as the vaſt Importance of 
the et. r bc e 
Firſt then; I am to prove, that the Mimiſters of 
Chriſt are by the Appointment of their divine Ma- 
ſter, becauſe we preach not our ſelves, but Jeſis, &c. 
The holy Scriptures are full of Places that unex- 
ceptionably and clearly make out the Order, the 
Succeſſion, and Dignity of the Prieſthood : And be- 
cauſe they are ſo many, I ſhall ſele& ſuch a proper 
Number of them, as cannot, without the groſſeſt 
Miſapplication, be calbd in Queſtion. n 

And fr#, It muſt be granted, that our bleſſed 
Lord did ordain his twelve Apoſtles to preach the King- 
dom of Heaven, and to baptize all Nations. 

And that after this, as you may ſee in the loth 
Chapter of St. Luke, he did inflitute and appoint ſe- 
venty Diſciples, as Labourers into his Harveſt, ſending 
them by two aud two before him into every City, to pre- 
pare them for the Belief of bimſelf by working Mira. 
cles, and preaching to them, ſaying, The Kingdom 
of Heaven is come near unto you. . ; £54 

To this Office you may obſerve our Saviour an- 
nexing very great and peculiar Priviledges: He in- 
veſts them with an Exemption from bodily Labour, 
faying, The Work-man is worthy of bis Hire; with a 
Power of abſolving Penitents, and cenſuring Offenders ; 
with the Adminiſtration of bis Sacraments, and the 
Gift of Healing, He gave them Authority even to 
tread upon Scorpions, the very Damons themſelves, and 
over all the Power of the Enemy. Their Perſons, he 
taught, were to be efteem'd venerable in every Place of 
their Abode. He would bave them reverenc'd as the 
Diſciples of himſelf, their Lord and Maſter, He ac- 
counted the Reception of theſe his little ones, as the re- 
ceiving of himſelf ; all Honours pay d to them, as payd 
to bimſelf ;, and all Wrongs and Injuries that they aer 
Gn . er 


1 ty 


eren with but a Cup of cold Water, for bis Name Sake. 


Peter's. It was therefore neceſſary as well to ſup- 


abiding conſtantly on the Spot, perſonally to o- 


Men for | theſe Purpoſes, by Impoſition of Hands, 


N 


e Fett e 
* e ronouncing {ad Woe to them who ſhould 
in the leaſt offend them, even borſe than befal the m. 


8 N. 1 Sodom an? Gomorrah. 


aſſigning the greateſt Re- 


contrary, 
wards to thoſe that ſhould entertain them, tho' 


This was the State of the Church, while our 


5 | Saviour was upon the Earth; and this every one 
muſt allow, if the 10th, 18th, and 1oth Chapters 
| of St. Maithew and St. Luke, be held as Goſpel. 


Now, this Diſcipline of the Church, after our Sa- 
viour's Aſcenſion, we find careful ly preſerv'd by 
the Apoſtles, who having firſt fill d up the Place 


d Judas the Apoliats, for themſelves with-all theis | 


Vigour to purſue this Scheme which their Maſter 
left them, in appointing and ordaining, by the 
laying on of Hands, ſuch Governors or Biſhops a: 


mongt the proſelyted ews and Heathens, as were 


fit, by. their Holineſs and Ability, to ordain 


2 their Succeſſors, and other Elders and Miniſters 


in every City where they preſided for inſtructing 
the new Converts, and converting others to the 


__ . Faith in Jeſu, 


This we find to be the Apoſtles Care of the 


Churches, almoſt all over his e Epiſtles; 
but eſpecially in thoſe two large Letters to the 
. Corinthians, and in the two leſs Poet and Ti- 
tus, Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete. 


| Converts we read were made daily in every Ci- 


| ty, where the Apoſtles came; an that i in ſuch 


prodigious Numbers, as 2000 at one Sermon of St. 
ply their Mortality, as their Abſence, (they not 


verſee and govern thoſe whom they had converted) 
that they ſhould delegate and appoint ſuch holy 


with 


ich Power alſo to ordain Elders, who were faith- 
| and good Men, for the propagating the Chriftian 


YA ch. 
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fon, and Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſthood. 


e all quote for this, is, out of the Heb. 5. 4. 1. A. 
s hich clearly demonſtrate, that the Miniſters of 


poſtle ſays, No Man taketh this Honour of Miniftering 
r Men in Things pertaining to God unto himſelf, but he 


he Prieſts and Levites under the Inſtitution of Moſes 
> the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, and other Mi- 
iſters of the Goſpel, muſt be under the Inſtitution 
E leſs Chnkt.. 5 

The ſecond Paſſage I quote, will prove their Suc- 


itus, Biſhops of Epheſus and Crete, Tit. 1. 5. I. Tim. 
. 22, 2. Tim. 2. 2. I ſhall lay open theſe Places 


© was WII tw OY $. © F2: FS. Þ %.35. 


dear. Ordain Elders in every City; and the Things that 
ou ha /f heard of the Apoſtles, the ſame commit to faith- 
Wil Men, who ſhall teach others alſo. Lay Hands ſudden- 
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eral to exerciſe his Epiſcopal Authority, by Order- 

ng of Miriſters in every City of bis Dioceſs. © 
But to Timothy he is more particular, where he en- 

oins him to tranſmit the Things, or the Diſcipline 


ducceſſors to faithful Men, who ſhould be able to 
each others the ſame Diſcipline. And for the good 
anagement of ſo great a Truſt committed to him 


3 
the 
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To prove this, I ſhall make Choi: e of two or three 
dtable Paſſages out of the Epiſtles of the great St. 
x, which muſt undeniably evince the Order, Suc- 
And firſt for their Order: The Paſſage that i 
hrift, muſt be a diftin& Order of Men; for the 


bat is call d of God, as was Aaron; that is, (as the beſt 
omments upon theſe Words explain them) as 


n. It is the Apoſtle's Command to Timothy and 


o one View, that the Senſe may the more eaſily ap- 


on 10 Man. St. Paul here commiſſions Titus in ge- 


hat he had receiv'd from the Apoſtles, (as an Au- 
hor of great Note expounds it) and that he 
ould carefully hand dawn theſe Things to his 


* 


* 
— 
* 
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the Apoſtle warns him to take gu Heed in mi 
bing Choice of ſuch Perſons, that he of his ow 
' Knowledge, or by the good Report of others, ſhoulil 
think fit and able for ſo great an Undertaking 
Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. ; 
The third Place that I quote you, will ſuffia 
ently prove the Dignity of our Office, It is out if 
the 1 Cor. 1, 2. where the Apoſtle teaches uf 
That thoſe who have receiv'd this Miniſtry, are to be a- 
couſted of as the Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
which muſt certainly be an Office as far exceeding 
all ſecular Employ ments, as the Heavens are aborf 
the Earth, or the Affairs of God are above the Af. 
—— Ä 
It was this Thought that probably led the great 
Apoſtle whom I have quoted, ſo to magnify and er 
tol his Office, tho' by ſome carnal Minds he kney} 
he was accounted but as a Fool for glorying. 
It appears then from theſe Places, that I hav 
mention d, and from innumerable others that I} 
have not time to mention, it may appear, that 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and the Elders and} 
Miniſters who have been ordain d in every City by 
them and their Succeſſors, from the Beginning «| 
Chriſtianity, down to this yery Day, are, and have 
been ſet apart from the reſt of the faithful d 
Chriſt's Church, by the Authority and Appoint 
ment of Feſus Chriſt, for the Work of the Miniſtry, 
and to 1 * the Salvation of all Men. 
Now, if theſe Things were not ſo, if the Commiſſ. 
on of your Miniſters were not from above, they ought} 
indeed to be treated (as ſome Men would have them 
treated) as a Pack of Deceivers and Impoſtors, and] 
that of the worſt Sort too, by pretending that they 
have a proper Power to reprove you for your Vices, 
to correct you for your Errors, and to ſcore you out 
EKoules for living, when they have no Commiſſion ot 
Authority to ſhew for it. If theſe Things were of 
i | | * 
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e indeed ſhould preach our ſelves, and not Jeſus 
hriſt, who hath given us no ſuch Authority: But 
nou ſee plainly to the contrary; you ſee plainly I 

Wy, that we are bound by the Laws of God not to 


Wctray our Calling, which in Truth is the Truſt and 
:: WW dvantage of you his People, whom the Providence 
f God has committed to our Charge, by ſhewing 


1d minding you of the Ways of Salvation, by a 
iligent, faithful, and conſcientious Execution of 
ur Offices under thoſe ſeveral Branches and Rules of 
Duty, that our Maſter Feſus and his Apoſtles, have 
oo 3 
For ſecondly, We are to preach Jeſus Chriſt un- 
ler thoſe Rules and Branches of Duty, that he and 
is Apoſtles, by his Order and Inſpiration, have 
ommanded us to obſerve and execute. : 
Were theſe Rules of the Duty of your Miniſters, 
but truly and faithfully laid before you, I will be 
bold to ſay, that you would rather thank us for our 
oneſty to your Souls, than upbraid us with 
preaching of our ſelves ; for by this Means, you 


- ould be of the ſame Opinion of the Apoſtle him- 
dy elf; that we are they that muſt watch for your Souls, 
1 xs they that muſt give an Account ; and that we may 


Vo it with Foy, and not with Grief, you will not call 
heſe following Rules of Duty, which the holy 
WScriptures enjoin upon your Miniſters to obſerve, 
pon Pain of their own Damnation, any preach- 
Ing of themſelves, but rather an upright and pri- 
mitive Diſchargeof their Miniſtry, that they may, 
Noith the more Authority, and better Influence u 
Won your Minds, preach the divine Precepts of the 
boly Jeſus and his Apoſtles, who have given your 
Miniſters theſe following Duties, as in Commiſſion, 
to obſerve and execute. 
And firft then, If we preach not our ſelves, but Je- 
us the Lord, we muſt be faithful Stewards to that 
ereat Truſt that our V has committed to us, 
2 . 


| + Goſpel, even ſo we are to ſpeak, not as pleaſing N 


„ and juſt, as it ſtands oppos'd to Falſhood and In 


"T8 )- 


"+ e. as we are allow'd to be put in Truſt with th 


but God who tries our Hearts. 
He has honour'd us with being the Expoſitors, i 
bib Laws; we are therefore to ſee that we int: 
pret them according to his Will. We are not t 
pervert and wiredraw the Meaning of his Won 
and Goſpel, to compliment the vile Affections d 
ſinful Men, but to fetch no other Senſe from the 
than what we know in our own Conſciences is fu; 
. ow to'the Will and Intention of its great Al 
' thor 
The Goſpel af the bleſſed Jeſus is an ineſtin: 
ble Treaſüre. and we who are his Miniſters, ar 
appointed by our Maſter to be the Guardians an 
Stewards of it. Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, ti 
| 8 dof Stewards that a Man may be found faithful, | 
Or. 4. 2. 
The Word faithful there is to be underſtood tri: 


raſtice ſo the Prophet eremiab, He that hath n 
75 ord, 7 aith the Lind. let him ſpeak my Word faitlfa 
ly; or, as the Hebrew denotes it, truly, Jer. 23. 2 
As a temporal Steward cannot be reputed faith 
ful to his Lord, if he has falſify'd his Accounts 
or embezel'd or miſapply d his Eſtate; fo we, wh 
are the Stewards of the true Riches, the invaluz 
ble Goſpel of our Lord and Maſter, if we miſap 
P7 its Revenues, and ſquander away its Incoms 
at a wretched Account ſhall we give of out 
| Stewardſhip ? That is, to ſpeak out of the Metz 
phor, if we that are your Miniſters, for the Sab 
of any Worldly Good, either of Honour, Richs| 
or Preferment; nay, for temporal Safety, ſhouli 
pervert, miſconſtrue, or miſapply any Paſſage « 
Precept of the Goſpel, what a wretched Accoum 
all we give of the Souls of Men, whom we hart 

Face to. > their own 4, penn x; 

| Therefon 
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Therefore, my Brethren, you ſee it is our Du- 


, under this Head, to teach you faithfully, ot 
alis the Ford of God deceitfully, but by Manife- 

ion of the Truth, commending our ſelves to every 
, Conſcience. We are not to bring down the holy 
riptures to Mens Conſciences, but rather to bring 
heir Conſciences up to the holy Scriptures, that 
e may convince and reform them, by the ſtand- 
ng Oracles of eternal Truth. Neither at any 


zod's Laws a Cloak for our Covetouſneſs, nor to 
zek Glory of Men; For we preach not our ſelves, but 
feſus the Lord, and our, &c.. pe 1 RE 
A ſecond Branch of our Duty, is, to ſet you a 
Tod Example of our own ; being Enſamples to the 
lock, that when the chief Shepherd ſhall come, we may 
eceive a Crown - of Glory, 1 Pet. 5. 4. We are not 
nly to preach you ſound Doctrine, but to live up 
o our Doctrine; nay, to ſuffer for it, if the Will 
df God be fo, that we may convince you how hear- 
ily we believe the Doctrines we teach you. A 
good Example muſt perſwade, when all other Ar- 
guments fail. Therefore the Apoſtle counſels Titus, 
n all Things, to ſhew a Pattern of good Works in 
Doctrine, ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, 
ound Speech, that cannot be' condemn'd, that be which 
, the contrary Part, may be aſham'd, baving no Evil 
0 ay of you, Tit. 2. 7, 8. * 

The Apoſtle here doth not in the leaſt denote, | 
hat the Miniſters of Chriſt are to be. blam'd, if 
they cannot eſcape the evil Reports of Men; for 
he himſelf well knew the Wight of a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, and that he could not diſcharge this Office 
faithfully, without the Chequer-|York of evil Re- 
port and good Report; nay, our Saviour himſelf 
had an Eye to this, when, by the Treatment he 
receiv d for reproving Hypocrites, he ſaith unto 
his Diſciples, Woe be to you, when all Men ſpeak * 

0 | - 


ime are we to uſe flattering Words, nor to make 


. Good we can to one another, both in Body and 


e e ahi 
on As much as if he had ſaid, Woe be to 5 
i you neglect your Duty, by not reproving whe 

Reproof is due, for fear of Men, and the Evil th 

mall ſay of yon. It is an infallible Token of | 
miſſneſs in Duty, where your Miniſters carry 
the Character of an eaſy moderate Sort of a My 

(as they ſay:) This is one of the falſe Colours 

Satan, whereby he either allures or affrights us fry 

our Duty. E 5 

\, Therefore by what the Apoſtle means by Mey | 
vin no Evil to ſay of you, they may be aſbam d, is, 

De explains it in another Place, having no re: 
Evil to ſay of you, they may be aſham'd thy 

. falſely accuſe your good Converſation ; Fur it 

Setter that you ſuffer for well doing, than for evil doin 
Pet. 3. 16, 17. 


A third Branch of our Commiſſion, is, to preai 
von the real Doctrines of Peace. What I mean b 
the real Doctrines of Peace, are ſuch Doctrines 
in their own Nature tend to eſtabliſh it. As thi 
Doctrine of Charity towards our Neighbours, U 
nity in Religion, and Obedience to Superiors. 
For to give Succeſs to the firſt, and that is, Ch: 
Tity to our Neighbours; in their Wants, we are ti 
relieve them with our Subſtance; in Afflictiong 
with our Counſel and Advice; and to do all th 


Soul: And that an univerſal Charity may ſprea 
and extend it ſelf amongſt Men, every Soul in par 
. ticular is to endeavour after thoſe. Things that (hall 

make for Peace. And to this End, a good Undafi 
ſtanding is to be kept up and cherich d by us 
| Whoever ſhall break this Band, ought to be dif 
countenanc'd, and look'd upon as a common Ene 
my. Therefore we are to mark out, and avoid allf 
' , fach as ſack in Slander, are greedy of Caluinny 
and feed upon Scandal; we are to expoſe ſuc 
Make-baits as theſe in their proper Colours, blad 
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hey are, to the publick View, as Incendiagics 
Families, and leſſer Societies of Men, 


ms Mex; that they which are approv'd, may be made 


es come. We are therefore to ſet out the Dan- 
of Schiſm by proper Arguments, inſtructing 
dſe that oppoſe themſelves, endeavouring to keep 
> Unit of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

or the third, and that is Obedience to Supe- 


yield Subj ection to all that are in Authority; to the 
ince as ſupream, and to all Governors, Parents, Fa- 


, that Men may ſtudy to be quiet, and do their own 


Charity to our Neighbours, Unity in Religion, 
d Obedience to Superiors, is the very Cement 
d Bond of Peace; and whatever other Doctrines 
en may teach of Peace, that are not founded up- 
theſe Principles of Peace, I will preſume to ſay, 


is an hypocritical Way for deſigning Perſons to 


breit and wage War with the Shews of -Peace, 
1 d under the Standard of Union. 5 | 
The Enemies of Peace, are Pride, "Covetouſneſs, 


Rebellion; and however Men may cover theſe 


„ cked Principles, by godly and demure Pretences 
10 Charity, God will not be mock'd ; neither will 
en that can form any Judgment of Things, be 


t upon at this Rate. It 1s juſt as if a Man, 


» ile he argues for the Unlawfulneſs of Duelling, 
ak puld draw his Sword, and ſtab his Adverſary, 


ſhew his Hatred to Bloodſhed, ns 


ifef; but Woe be to them by whom theſe Of- 


rs; in this, we are to put you frequently in Mind 


meſs; and, if poſſibly, to live peaceably with all 
4 | 


F ad 


| publick Diſturbers to the ſettled Quiet of Man- 
d, whether in the State, or in Neighbourhoods 


or the ſecond, and that is Unity in Religion, | 
Paul tells us there muſt be Herefies and Schiſms © 


, and Maſters, whether Natural, Spiritual, or Ci- 


is a preaching of Peace, where there is no Pace 


Io 


Diſtemper of Mind. We are therfore to conſult t 


ſick is ſometimes neceſſary, tho' diſtaſtful; an 


e 

A fourth Branch of our Duty, is, diſcreet ar 
impartial Reproof. This is a great Duty th 
your Miniſters are entruſted with, and ought to 
prudently manag'd. ' The ſame Meaſure of Repro 
that is ſuitable to one Perſon, ſhall not be proj off 
tionable to another, tho labouring under the ſau 


Temper and Diſpoſitions of the Perſons to be 
prov d, leaſt we apply corroſive Medicines, whe 
- Lenitives would do better; or, on the contrary, 
Our Reproofs are to be made up according to th 
Sex, Age, and Condition of our Parents, and th 
Quantity of it, is to be duly regulated by the Ci 

cumſtances of Manner, Perſon, Time, and Plac 
that we give no Offence in any Thing, leaft th 
Miniftry be blam'd, and leaft we ſhould hinder'the G. 
peel of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 6. 3, 4. But I had like to 

have forgot one Thing, we are to take Care, abon 
all, that our Reproot be ſound, and agreeable. t 
the Word of God; for all Scripture being givenh 
Inſpiration, is uſeful for Correction and Reprod, 
Therefore we are to temper ſuch ſharp Medicine 
as theſe, as often as we have Occaſion for then 
with the Mildneſs of the Goſpel: And as oft x 
we have Occaſion for them, we muſt be ſure t 
uſe them; for we muſt not ſuffer any of our Flod 
to die under the Contagion of a vicious Humouy 
when we can diſcharge it by wholeſome Applicat 
ons; neither muſt we fear diſpleaſing them. Ply 


therefore we muſt give it them, tho? it goes dow! 
never ſo ungratefully. Ve are to exhort and rebat 
ſays St. Paul, with all Boldneſs and Authority. An 
if their Diſeaſe be deſperate, we are by the ſam 
Apoſtle's Advice, to' rebuke them ſharply, that tb 
may be ſound in the Faith, Tit. 1. 10, 11. And: 
our Reproofs muſt be wholeſome,,miadeup with tit 
Ingredients of found Doctrine, ſo muſt they be al 
; | 1 2 miniſter 


niſter'd impartially ; Ve are to abſerve theſe Things, 
bout preferring one before another, -making no Diffe- 
ce, doing nothing by Cartiality, 1 Tim. 5. 21. | 
A fifth Branch ot our Commiſhon, 1s, to ſpeak 
Things that become ſound Doctrine, whether 
Matters of Faith or Practice. In Matters of 
Lith, we are to be as clear as the Revelations. of 
em will admit, teaching nothing for the Objects 
Faith, which is contrary to Senſe, as the Papiſt 
anſubſlantiation; or what is cantrary to Rea- 
n, as the Sectarian Doctrines of Election and 
race, which oppoſeth the very Notion of a Dei- 
„by making him traſact with Mankind, as the 


s infinite Goodneſs and Juſtice. We are to teach 
Ir the Objects of Faith, ſuch as theſe : The Being 
d Attributes of God ; the Divinity, Incarnati- 
, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of the bleſſed 8 
is; the Perſonality. of the holy Ghoſt; and the 
bſiſtency of theſe-three Perſons in one common 
ature of the God-head; which, tho' they are a- 
dve our Reaſons, they cannot be properly ſaid to 
aſh with, or contradict them. | 
In Matters of Practice, we are to clear up the 
fotices of Good and Evil; of Truth and Error; and 
teach you that no Faith can he. juſtifying, un- 
ſs ſanctify'd by Repentance from dead Works, as 
e Fruits and Effects of a ſaving Faith; and there- 
bre Repentance we are frequently to inculcate, as 
rightly conſiſts in Conviction, Contrition, aud 
mendment of Life. But above all, we are to ac- 
amt yon with the Danger of delaying Repen- 
ance to old Ape, a fit of Sickneſs, or a Deathbed. 
e are to broach no novel Doctrines of Repentance, 
orſe that Pepery it ſelt, that ſhall flatter Men in 
er Iniquity, to uſe no Colours or Garniture in 
ur Sermons, to court the Favour of great Men, 
nd to advance our own Fortunes. Our Exhortati- 
1 tion 


uthor of Evil, and thwarts the very Nature of 


N 2 


«| a 


/ tion is not by Deceit, nor in Guile, but to deſcritl(i 
the true unſophiſticated Difference betwixt Via 
and Vertue, The Priefts ſhall teach the People, ſan 


the Prophet, the Difference between the Holy and Pn 


phane, to cauſe them to diſcern between the Clean au 


the Unclean, Ezek. 44 3. We, if we preach not ou 


_ ſelves, but Jeſus the- 


ord, are to exhort and'charg: 


every one of you, from the Higheſt to the Lowell 


(as a Father doth his Children) that you wouk 
walk worthy of God, who has call d us unto his King 
dom of Gx. En, 

A ſixth Branch of our Commiſſion, is, to be 0 
Time-ſervers. Ve are to preach the Word, to be infta 

in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 2. Tim. 4. 2. 
That is, let the Occaſion be never ſo dangerous 
let the Times be never ſo corrupted, we are to h: 
inſtant in ſound Doctrine, to reprove and rebuk: 
with all Authority, confirming the Souls of Men, 
and exhorting them to continue firm in the Faith, 
a_ 12 15 8 to you Precepts "x the 
oly Feſus. Let Topery, et Rebellion, or - Atheiſn, 
or any Thing as bad be in Faſhion , let he 
countenanc'd by great Men; let them be the Cu 
ſtoin of long Pradice, and large Companies; yet, i 
we preach the Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, we at: 
not to ſuffer his Faith and his Laws to be deprav' 
and repeal d, by wearing our ſelves the Badge and 
| Livery of a corrupted Age. We are rather to 
ſtand in the Gap, and bear up againſt the Torrent; 
and if we cannot ſtem it, like the brave primitiv: 
Chriſtians, with no other Reſiſtance than ſtrong 
Cryings and Tears, we are to periſh in the Inun 
Ga. - . 3 
The Doctrines of our Saviour and his Apoſils, 
are always ſea ſonable; and never more ſo, that 
when ſuperſeded by the Maxims of the Multitude. 
Would it not be a very ſtrange Thing, ſhould thi 
College of Phyſicians be ſpending their whole Tim: 


if 


'S 


ee 
preſcribing for the Ague, when the Plague at 
e ſame Time is raging amongſt their Patients? 


ſtrange would it be, ſhould the Miniſters of 
Whriſt's-Church be preaching down the little Infir- 


Wities of human Nature, when at the ſame Time, 
VE eligion ſhould be ready to expire under the Con- 
gion of ſome venamous Diſeaſe. No, upon 
ee Occaſions it is the Duty of your Miniſters, ac- 
I ording to God's Word, to cry aloud and ſpare not, 
lit np their Voice like a Trumpet, to ſhew Iſrael of 


heir tranſgreſion, and the Hoaſe of Jacob their Sins, 
e are to ſpeak the Words of God to them, whether they 
ill bear, or whether they would forbear ; by Precept upon 
ecept, Line upon Line, here a Little and there a Little, 
zek. 2. 7. Hai. 28. 10. 5 7 | 
A laſt Branch of our Commiſhon, is rightly and 

uely to adminiſter God's Holy Sacraments. For 
he firſt, That we give an Account and expound 


, he Nature of Infant Baptiſm, e My ao, 
3 ontrary to be novel and unwarrantable from 


he many undeniable Arguments we have from the 
poſtles and primitive Chriſtians; from the Light of 
he Holy Scriptures , from the Cuſtoms of the Jews; 
nd from the very Nature of Baptiſm it ſelf. For, 
The ſecond, That we rightly and duely admi- 
iſter the Communion of the Body and Bload of 
hriſt; this being the very Top of our Devotion; 
he moſt ſolemn and ſacred Performance of the 
hriſtian Church; the higheſt Privilege it can be 
dmitted to, in Imitation of the Patterns above, 
nd of the greateſt Sacrifice that ever was offer'd 
or the Children of Men; even the propitiatory 
dacrifice of Jeſus our Lord. We his Miniſters, who 
re dignify'd with the ſolemnizing of this his ine- 
imable Bleſſing; this his chiefelt Pledge ; and if I 


ſt Seal of our Commiſſion, are to take Care, as 
e thall anfiver it to the eternal Majeliy of Hea- 
| C 2 l ven, 


„ 


ight ſay it without Offence, with this the broad- 


poral Advancements, give the Childrens Bread if 
a Jeſtto Atheiſin, and the pitiful Salvo for all H 


them look to it, that dare prophane them. It liz 


nity ſolemnly to declare, (and I believe I am in tl 


are faithful Stewards to our bleſſed Lord's moſt hi 


Oblations, he overthrew their Money-Tables, an 
the Seats of them that ſold Doves, driving then 


4 


ven, how.we diſpoſe of it, and for what Uſes w 


the repairing the Breaches of their Baptſmi 
Vow and Covenant; or whether, thro' the Fear 


Clergy) I would not knowingly and wilfully a 
miniſter the holy Communion to any Occaſiom 
Worldling, through the Fears of the moſt bitte 


"Maſter's Will; or rather ought we not to follow 
the Pattern of Diſcipline that he left his Church 


of Prayer, but ye haue made it a Den of Thieves, Mat 
2 1. 1 25 1 3 o , | 


23 1 * Pa * * * 6 * i P =- 
| | 75 1 £ a ute 
: 3 ny 0 20 1 > 
* - 4 


diſpence with it; whether we give it, as it is real 
if cevgn to trae and holy Penitents, for th 
onfirmat ion of Pardon to their paſt Sins, and tl 


temporal Evil, we proſtitute it to raſh, wilful, an 
unrepenting Sinners; or through the Hopes of Ie 


Dogs and Mammoniſts : To ſerve the Occaſio 
of the World, changing this divine Sacrament : 
to an unholly Thing, prophaning it to the Abu 
of Hypocrites, making it a Property to Facial 


reſy, Schiſm, and Irreligion. Good God! what all 
horrid Abuſe is this of thy divine Myſteries! Le: 


at their Doors. As for my Part, I take this Opporti 


Company of many hundred honeſt and religion 


Perſecution, or for the Hopes of the moſt ſhining 
Preferment. No, if we preach not our ſelves, but 


ly Inftitution, we are thus to let you know out 


who, thro” the very Miracle of Meekneſs, ye! 
when covetous Jews prophan'd the Temple of b 
Father, by making Merchandize of Sacrifices an 


ont, and ſaying, My Houſe ſhall be call d the Hon 


a - N , x . i *** * F a 
mp - * = - lf . as : * 
5 — 1 . F : + 
- , 2 1 ; * * 
— a” 
0 * 


then our Saviour thus cenſur'd the Prophanation of the 


8 m 

Te: ſh Sacrifice, and the villifying the Temple of his Father, 

ought his Miniſters, who doubtleſs are to take him for 
tl it perfect Pattern of Diſcipline, to drive out and cen- | 

2 thoſe who dare not-only to prophane the Temple, but the 

{my r, and the Memorials of that precious Sacrifice upon the 

ar r; chat propitiatory Sacrifice that ranſom'd and redeem- 


ankind from the Guile of original Sin, and the juſt Pu- 
ment due to it of eternal, Damnation? 

have now run over ſome of the moſt important Branches 
Duty which our Saviour hath committed to your Miniſters, 
jere be any Object ions that can be made againſt theſe 
nge, I refer you to the holy Scriptures for an Anſwer, The 
y Scriptures are quick and piercing, like any two-edg'd 
rd, and there is no ſtanding againſt the Truth. 


tion © are therefore, in the laſt Place, to keep and obſerve theſe - 

H. ties; we are to preach no other Doctrines than what we have 
ivd from the Word of God. Thele Duties of your Mini- 

t , you ſee plainly are contain'd in them. I have fetch'd 


m from the Fountain of eternal Truth; you ſee what a 
ighty Office we have: You muſt be ſenſible ; I am aſſur'd 
muſt be ſenfible, that if we diligently and faithfully diſ- 
arge this great Commiſſion which I have now epen'd to 
u, you mutt acquit us of preaching our ſelves. For having 
Is Miniitry given unto us, we muſt wait on our Miniſtring ; 
ad ate ſet a-part from the reſt of the Faithful, to teach the 
ays of Truth and Godlineſs; nay, as the Oracles of God, 
the Apoſile hath it, ro preach to you the Kingdom of Heaven, 
7 * wh concerning the Lord Feſw, with all Confidence 
olaneſs, : "Ie 3 | IT | 
For we preach not our ſelves, but are Workers together with 
m, by the Authority of ſcund Doctrine, by Keproof and 
rrectian in Kighteouſneſs, to convince aud reclaim you, that 
du receive not the Grace of God in vain. Pardon me this 
Feat Vehemence in preſſing theſe Things to you: But I know 
dVii pardon me; in Charity you muſt, when you ſhall re- 
xt on the bitter Wees, and that Meaſure of divine Wrath 
at mult overtake thoſe of your Miniſters, who ſet eaſy to 


by ele Duties. Woe be to the Shepherdt, ſays the Prophet, that 
088-7 not the Flock, that have not ſtrengthen'd the Diſeas'd, nei- 
n er he d that which was fick. Woe be to the. Triefts that have 
m lated iy Laws, and have prophan'd my holy Things, Ezek. 


2. 26. 34. 2, 3. 7 nts | 

I am almoſt . that all of yon that hear me this 
Pay, if you believe the Word of God to be true, will not on- 
hereafter be more forward to receive the Inſtructions and 
dmonitions of your Miniſters, but will alſo condemn _ 
that 


ay to the Wicked, he ſhall ſurely die, and thou giveſt him 


«.\ 


ive me leave to put you in Remembrance of one Thing me 
under this Head, and that is, to behave your ſelves well to tht 


appointed to ſerve you for the beſt and nobleſt Purpoſes, you 


that ſhall either terrify or allure us from theft neceſſary 0 
ties; and that as well for the Sake of your own eternal We 
fare, as out of Pity to urs. | | 


the Good and Happineſs of you all, to make you really bet 


be left the deeper upon your Conſciences. Pray receive then 
| treaſure them up in 10ur Hearts; receive them, if not for 
"Sake, yet for Feſws Sake, nay; for your cwn Sakes ; for thafi 


«ice of your holy Religion, to hold faſt your Faith witho 


to tranſact and negotiate with you about the Buſineſs of Ha 
ven. Therefore we beſeech you, ſays the Apoſtle, 26 kn 


e 


Hear what God Almighty ſayeth both unto us and you, 
his Prophet, Ezek 3. 1J, 18, 19. The Werds are theſe; Der 


Warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked Man from bu vi 
ked Way, to fave hu Life; the ſame wicked Man ſhall die 
Bis Iniquity, but hs Blood will I require at thy Hands, Te. 
thou warn the wicked Man, and he turn not from his Vid 
edneſs, he ſhall die in hu Iniquity, but thou haſt deliver d i 
Soul, The Words are fo plain, that I ſhall leave them uy 
your Cunſciences, without any Comment upon them. 

Give me Leave now, according to my Promiſe, to mij 
_ ſhort Applications of theſe Things, both to my («| 
and you, | ; | 
And frſt then to your ſelves; and here I beſeech you 
conſider once more the weighty Office of your Miniſter 
if not for their Sakes, yet for the Benefit of your owns 
vation. The Doctrines that we are authoriz'd to preach, ar 
plainly contain'd in the Word of God, and are ſuch as u 
worthy of him, and likely to proceed from him, and tend: 


der, and to qualify you for that Happineſs which God hath pn 
mis'd all holy Souls. The Doctrines I have taught you all th 
while I have been your Miniſter, are fuch; and I appeal t 

our Conſciences, nay, to the great God, who is infinitely 


Faces no more as your Miniſter, I thought it was my Dutyt 


collect them in one View, thit what I have ſaid to you at 


ny Time in private, or preach'd to you out of the Pulpir, m 


will encourage you to continue ſtedfaſt in the Truth and Pr 


wavering, and for all this to bring you to Chrift”s Kingdn 
.of Glory, 2 | 


Miniſter that ſhall ſucceed ne; for we are thoſe who at 


immorial Souls, and ace Ambafſadors and Stewards of Chi 


thi 


better Judge of my Heart, whether I have preach'd any otbe | 
Doctrines. Such as I have receiv'd from my great Maſte 
ſuch I have given unto'you : And being now I am to fee you 
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that are over you , that labour among you, and admon 
, and ee = highly for their Wark s ſake But — | 
ider, that tho“ we are of ſo high a Calling, yet we carry 
> Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels ; we are ſubject to the ſame ' 
Irmities of other Men, and liable to like Paſſions with you ; 
I therefore ould you diſcountenance, deſpiſe, and perſecute 
ir Miniſters for doing their. Duties, they may be apt to 
t Linder them in Compliance to your Luſts, and for fear of 
rldly Evils. And this is very probable, for no doubt on't, 
r Miniſters are as ſenſible of Eaſe and a comfortable Way 
Living as your ſelves; and thoſe of us who are affected 
h too great a Senſe of Eaſe, may not be overfond to quit 
and turn Confeſſors for their Duty, But ſhould your Mi- 
ers, that they might live eaſily among you, flatter you in 
Sins, for fear of the Miſchief you will make them; 
puld they make a Compliment of the Goſpel of the Holy 
us to your Carnal Affect ions; - ſhould zhey.. propheſy to you 
ording to your own vain Hearts; ſhould they ſpeak to you 
both Things, and propheſy Deceits for fear of you; what 
wretched Account will be given both by them and you, at the 
y of Judgment? They for betraying your Souls; and you 
tempting them to it. i e 
I ſhould, before this Time, have put a Period to my Diſ- 
urſe, which is the longeſt that ever I made in my Life; 
t being unwilling to keep back any Thing that is profita- 
for you, eſpecially now I am to leave you, I have the 
xi Hopes to think that you will count the Length of my 
mon the only Fault of it. | 
I am now to addreſs my ſelf to you, that have been my 
liar Charge. 1 hs 
And I think I can do it in Words very near the Apoſtles. 
u may remember that for above the Space of three Years, 
ave not ceas d to warn you Night and Day; I have not 
un'd to declare unto you all the Council of God. 8 
You know that from the firſt Day that I was your Miniſter, 
ter what Manner I have been with you at all Seaſons, where- 
re I take you to record this Day, whether you can accuſe 
4 of either falſe Doctrine, a vicious Life, or an immoral. 
ion, | : | 
Indeed it has been my Lot to be no. little &-ferer among 
du, and tho? many — — have befallen me by the layx; 
g in wait of thoſe who for no Cauſe have been my Enemies; 
t, I bleſs God, he has not ſuffer' i me to be tempted beyond 
[A or has there any Temptations befallen me, but 
t are common to Men of my Profeſion. However, the 
nle that I have of my own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, if 
e Providence of God did not, is enough to tell me, oe on 
Almighty 
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Almighty, Bo carerb for me, and who (IL truſt) will fi 
| — 2 has aſſiſled me in the whole Courſe of my Tn 
bles; nn | FO : 3 | 1 
I ſhall not here tire out your Patience by repeating the Ny 
ture and Cauſes of my Afflictions, neither js it proper in th 
facred Hace. I heartily forgive them for my own Part, a 
do commend them to God Almighty, who judgeth righy 
 » ouſlys None of theſe Things move me, neither count I my Ly 
dear unto my ſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my Courſe wit 
Foy, and the Miniſtry which J have receiv'd om the Ly 
— —— C6 ar 
But one Thing I cannot, I muſt not paſs over, being ty dl 
all the Bonds of Duty and Gratitude to remember it, at 
never to forget it. The Multirude of Kindneſſes that I haj 
rectiv'd ftom many neighbouring Families, and others ( 
theſe Parts, To whoſe Chriſtian Beneficence and Charity, on 
the greateſt ſhare of Comfort in this Ilace. I have been tak 
into their Friendſhips ; been fed by them at their Table 
been ſupply'd by bm in my Necefities : Nay, I mult jul 
ſay, having no Fortune of my own, they have for the Spa 
of a whole Year, actually kept me from ſtarving. 
May my bleſſed Maſter, the Holy Jeſis, hlels and reward the 
for it, who, becauſe they have done theſe good Things to m 
tho? one of the meaneſt and vileſt of his Servants, he u 
take them as done unto himſelf, «© 
I I hall not now keep you any longer, but take my leave 
you, and diſmiſs you with thele Apoſtelical Precept. I dite 
them to you that have been my Charge in particular, and 
| you Sul here in general. Remember them that have. || 
ule over you in the Lord, who have. ſpoken unto you the Wo 
of ee? Faith follow, conſidering the End of their Col 
verſation. IE ah, Ba dds; 
Let your Love be without Diſſunulation. Love not one 41 
ther in Word, neither in Tongue, but indeed and in Truth. 
that ye love one another with a pure Heart E and wil 
Love unfeign'd. And the Pence of 'ow Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whid 
conſiſts in a ſound Faith, and a pure Conſcience, be with 50 
Protect and keep you for ever and ever, Auen. 


